
English Language Arts (ELA) 

Sample Items 15- 18 

Extended Constructed-Response (Narrative) 
On the Georgia M ilestones End-of-Grade assessment, you will write a narrative in response to a prompt 
based on a literary or informational passage or a paired passage set you have read . In the actual 
assessment, you will also respond to reading comprehension questions before writing your narrative · 
Narrative prompts will vary depending on passage type . The sample provided in this resource is an example 
of a narrative prompt based on an informational passage . 

Read the passage and answer questions 15 through 18 . 

Clothing That Changed the World 
In 1853, thousands of newcomers roamed the dusty streets of San Francisco, California • They had 
come across land and sea with visions of wealth . Only a few years earlier, gold had been discovered 
in the area . People flooded into California in 1849 . They were hoping to strike it rich as gold miners · 

While all of these people thought gold would be their ticket to wealth, Levi Strauss thought differently . 
Gold miners needed clothing tough enough not to tear or wear out as they worked . Strauss planned to 
provide that clothing . He and his partner patented pants that not only brought them success but also 
became an important part of history . 

A Young Businessman 
Levi Strauss was born in Germany in 1829 . He followed his brothers to New York when he was 18 . His 
brothers had started a dry goods company there . They sold clothing, blankets, and other household 
goods. Strauss worked hard and gained an understanding of the business . 

When Strauss heard about the gold rush in California, he did not plan to be a miner. Instead, he 
traveled to San Francisco and opened a dry goods store . There were 117 dry goods businesses in 
the city, but many often ran out of goods. Strauss's brothers supplied the stock for his shop, so he 
always had plenty to sell . Before long, Strauss's business was doing well . 

A New Idea 
I 

In 1872, one of Strauss's customers, Jacob Davis, contacted him . Davis was a tailor in Nevada . He 
designed heavy work pants for miners . Pockets and seams ripped easily when miners carried heavy 
things . Davis had come up with a way to make the seams stronger. He hammered metal rivets on the 
pocket corners . 

Davis wanted to take out a patent for the pants . A patent would protect his idea . He didn't want other 
tailors using his idea to make durable pants . He wanted to make large numbers of his pants to sell . 
He could not afford to do this, but he knew Strauss could . So he proposed a partnership . "The secret 
of them Pents1," Davis wrote to Strauss, " is the Rivits2 that I put in those Pockets and I found the 
demand so large that I cannot make them up fast enough ." 

Strauss realized the value of Davis's idea . Together, they patented the idea of the pants . Davis 
moved to_San Francisco to become head tailor for the company. By 1873, thousands of miners in 
San Francisco were wearing the new work pants . Later, the partners trademarked the name "Levi's" 
for the pants• By trademark ing their name, no one else could call their pants "Levi's" and sell them . 

, 1Pents-pa nt s 
2Rivits- rivets 

Page 52 of 266 Georgia Milestones Grade 5 EOG Study/Resource Guide for Students and Paren ts 
Copy right © 2020 by Georgia Department of Educat ion. All r ights rese rved. 



English Language Arts (ELAl 

r A B,;lliant Des;go 

I At first, the pants were called "waist overalls, " but today we know them as jeans . They were dyed a dark-

-----------------

I blue color . This was partly because indigo was cheap . Also, the color could hide stains easily . The first 
1 Levi' s were made of canvas . But after a few years, Strauss began buying denim . Denim is a cotton fabric 
!j that was popular in France . All Levi's included copper rivets . The pants also had orange stitching across 

the back pockets . The reason for the stitching is not known . Company records from th is time have l been lost . 
I 

I 
i 
I 

A Growing Legacy 

The new trousers made Strauss a millionaire . However, he knew he could sell even more pairs . He 
believed people all over the country would like the denim pants . Levi Strauss & Co. sent employees 
across the United States and to other nations to sell th is new clothing design . Jeans became popular 
across the globe . Everywhere, people appreciated these tough, sturdy, comfortable pants . 

Besides making blue jeans, Strauss took part in other businesses, such as banking . He also gave 
large amounts of money away to help those in need . Strauss donated to an orphanage and to 
other organizations . He also set up 28 scholarships at the University of California, Berkeley . Those 
scholarships help students pay for their college education . Strauss's scholarships are st ill in effect 
today . 

Strauss died in 1902, but his legacy continued to grow . Jeans became a symbol of youth and 
independence . Young people and movie stars wore them . Levi Strauss and his friend Jacob Davis 
turned fabric and bits of metal into what became the most popular clothing item in the world . 
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English Language Arts (ELA) 

Item 15 
Selected-Response 
Why does the author mention the trouble miners were having with ripped seams and pockets? 

A. to explain why Davis thought a new type of work pants was needed 
B . to describe the physical demands that miners faced in California 
C . to show that there was a shortage of work clothes at the time in California 
D. to give an example of the kinds of repairs that Davis was making for miners 

Item 16 
Evidence-Based Selected-Response 

This question has two parts . Answer Part A, and then answer Part B . 

Part A 
Which statement BEST explains the reason why Strauss benefited from the gold rush in California? 

A. Strauss was one of the few miners who was able to find gold . 
B . Strauss was a businessman who recognized the needs of miners . 
C . Strauss was able to give jobs to people in the mining business . 
D . Strauss was eager to help miners improve their working conditions . 

Part B 
Which evidence from the passage BEST supports the answer in Part A? 

A . They were hoping to strike it rich as gold miners . 
B. Davis moved to San Francisco to become head tailor for the company. 
C. By 1873, thousands of miners in San Francisco were wearing the new work pants . 
D . Besides making blue jeans, Strauss took part in other businesses, such as banking . 
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Item 17 
Selected-Response 

Which set of sentences BEST summarizes the passage? 

A. In the 1800s, people came to California hoping to find gold . These people made Levi Strauss 
successful by purchasing more items from his store than any other dry goods stores in the area · 

B . Levi Strauss worked at his brothers' company for many years until he understood how to run his 
own business . Then Strauss moved to California and opened a successful dry goods store that sold 
clothing, blankets, and other goods to gold miners . 

C . In the 1800s, Levi Strauss saw an opportunity to open a store in California while others mined for gold • 
He met a tailor named Jacob Davis and helped him create Levi's, which became a popular clothing 
item around the world . 

D. Levi Strauss agreed to help a tailor named Jacob Davis create Levi's because Strauss believed miners 
needed clothing that would last . Strauss wanted to buy the jeans that Davis created . 
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